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Kentucky remained a lawless
place after the Civil War. Armed
groups did as they wished and
the government often ignored
the problem.

In cities like Lexington,
Frankfort, Versailles, Paris and
Harrodsburg, riots frequently
kept African Americans from
voting, even though black men
legally could vote. Lexington’s
1871 and 1873 elections were
marred by riots, as Democrats
instilled the fear of “Negro Rule”
in the voting populace.

Democrats feared that if Republicans gained office, they would place African American men
in positions of authority and disrupt the race-based hierarchy of the state. Black Kentuckians
never lost the legal right to vote, but intimidation and violence were common factors in
Kentucky elections throughout the late 19th and 20th centuries. Much like those in deeper
Southern states, Kentucky’s African Americans were disenfranchised, but through extralegal

means, not from legislative statute.
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KHS' HistoryMobile is a traveling history lab developed for school-aged children. This full- . . .
sized tractor/trailer houses an interactive exhibition, “Torn Within and Threatened With- Ke ntUCkyHIStOI"IC3|SOCIety
out: Kentuckians in the Civil War Era,” which uses personal recollections, primary sources, 100 W. Broadway | Ffanqurt, KY 40601
authentic artifacts and touch-screen activities to teach students critical-thinking skills. The 502-564-1792 | wwwhistory.ky.gov

HistoryMobile travels to all of Kentucky’s 120 counties to teach students that the future is not N (You| S s
inevitable, but is shaped by their choices. ﬁ m B Kettudky
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